*Field work completed, data analysis in progress. **Baseline HEP completed, enhancement HU's will be credited when project is completed.
HEP Analyses
HEP field data collection has been completed for all projects except the Rudeen acquisition. GIS analysis of the Deer Parks field data is in progress. The reports for the Big Cottonwood and Krueger projects are in progress.
Management Activities at Individual Projects
Winterfeld Conservation Easement This project is a conservation easement on a privately owned farm. The easement is held by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game. A conservation easement inspection completed in 2001 confirms that all terms of the easement are being observed. Sharp-tailed grouse leks were again surveyed on and near the property in April-May 2001 and two of the three leks surveyed were active. There was considerable elk use of the property in early spring and again in early winter. Bald eagles are commonly observed flying over the property. Peregrine falcon activity has also been observed in this area of Pine Creek canyon. The location of a possible nest site is being investigated.
Kruse Conservation Easement
This project is a conservation easement on a privately owned farm. The easement is held by the Teton Regional Land Trust. A conservation easement inspection completed in 2001 by TRLT staff confirms that all terms of the easement are being observed. An IDFG biologist surveyed the property again in 2001 for sharp-tailed grouse leks. Grouse activity was observed at one location on the property, in the same general area where activity has been suspected in previous years. Elk, mule deer, ruffed grouse, sandhill cranes, and coyote are commonly observed on the property. Bald eagles are commonly observed flying over the property. Peregrine falcon activity has also been observed in this area of Pine Creek canyon. The location of a possible nest site is being investigated.
Deer Parks Complex
The Deer Parks Complex is composed of the Menan, Beaver Dick and Deer Parks wildlife mitigation units. O&M is funded under Contract No. 00000654-00001.
Menan Wildlife Mitigation Unit
The main activities on this parcel in 2001 were restoring permanent cover to the old farm fields and noxious weed control. The 35-acre field was reseeded in late April 2001. The seed mix included thickspike wheatgrass, streambank wheatgrass, pubescent wheatgrass, Basin wildrye, alfalfa, and Wood's rose. The streambank and pubescent wheatgrass were specifically included as they are highly competitive with noxious weeds, which are common on adjacent lands. The fields were fully irrigated twice during early summer. The seeding will be monitored in 2002 to determine whether the plants become established.
Noxious weeds were controlled using herbicides, biological control releases, and hand pulling within the newly seeded field. Three colonies of biological control insects were released for Canada thistle. Eight colonies of biological control insects were released for leafy spurge. The effects of these insects is starting to be evident in the release sites from 1998-1999. One early release site was evaluated for potential as an insectary, but we determined the insect population had not built up enough yet to begin collecting at the site. Chemical control remains an important noxious weed control tool, especially for Russian knapweed. No purple loosestrife was found on the property in 2001.
Other activities included maintaining boundary fences, signs, improving the entry area, and installing a cable gate at the bridge. Observations by managers indicates that recreational activity increased substantially at this property in 2001, including hunting, fishing, and walking. Compliance with the motorized access restriction has been good overall, although there are occasional problems. The natural regeneration of willows and cottonwoods continues to progress very well. Coordination with BLM and other IDFG staff to complete the management plan continued, including development of an access management plan.
Beaver Dick Wildlife Mitigation Unit Activities on this parcel included noxious weed control, maintaining perimeter fences and boundary signs, and maintaining goose nesting platforms. Noxious weed control activities included release of biological control insects for leafy spurge (seven insect colonies), and Canada, musk, and plumeless thistles (nine insect colonies). Weeds treated chemically included leafy spurge, the thistles, and purple loosestrife. Biological control insects were released in the large infestation of purple loosestrife across the Henrys Fork Snake River in 2001. The sloughs and riverbank were thoroughly searched for purple loosestrife twice during the bloom: isolated plants were pulled or sprayed.
The osprey nest was again successful. Three of the four goose nesting platforms were used, two of them successfully. A family of seven juvenile short-eared owls was observed several times in late summer and is believed to have nested somewhere on the property. Despite the very dry summer, the main slough held water all summer and several of the smaller sloughs had water until late August. We plan to repair the water control structure on the main slough in 2002; that should help hold water in many of the minor sloughs also. Leopard frogs and painted turtles were commonly observed around the sloughs. The natural willow regeneration is doing very well on portions of this property.
The IDFG biologist met on several occasions with BYU-Idaho (formerly Ricks College) staff and faculty interested in doing some monitoring and student projects on the property. BYUIdaho purchased the adjacent Spaulding property in 2001, which borders the Beaver Dick Unit on the north. As BYU-Idaho now borders the property on three sides, we continue to coordinate closely on management issues, especially recreational use and access. Recreational activity increased somewhat at this property in 2001, including hunting, fishing, horseback riding, and walking. Compliance with the motorized access restriction has been excellent, due in large part to the assistance of BYU-Idaho staff and students. Coordination with BLM and other IDFG staff to complete the management plan continued, including development of an access management plan.
Deer 1. Manage and enhance wildlife habitat through passive and active habitat restoration, control of noxious weeds, habitat and species monitoring, and sharecropping. 2. Enhance public recreational opportunities by providing brochures and maps, and developing access points. 3. Strive to maintain good working relations with neighbors by signing the property boundary, maintaining common fences, and minimizing wildlife depredations on private land.
Preliminary Cleanup:
One of the important activities of the first year of management at DPWMU was the cleanup and repairs of grounds and facilities. Restoration of buildings and cleanup of adjacent grounds were necessary before many other day-to-day activities were possible. More than 300 hours of labor were dedicated to such tasks as removing trash from work facilities and renovation of electrical and plumbing systems. Some of the irrigation equipment, essential to the management of the WMU, was inoperable and required considerable time and expense to be returned to functioning condition.
Habitat Management: Noxious weed control is an important habitat management activity. Noxious weed species found and treated with control measures this year were: leafy spurge, purple loosestrife, Russian knapweed, Canada thistle, musk thistle, and plumeless thistle. Noxious weed management activities included spraying with herbicide, introduction of biological control insects, and physical removal and burning of flowers and plants. Approximately 150 acres of land were treated with various herbicides for the control of all the above-listed noxious weed species. Five species of insects intended to control noxious weeds were released on eight separate occasions. Weed species targeted through releases of insects were purple loosestrife, leafy spurge, Canada, musk, and plumeless thistles. Approximately 90 acres of land were searched on foot to locate noxious weeds in seed. Canada and musk thistle, and Russian knapweed plants that were nearly ready to seed were pulled from the ground and burned.
Sharecropping is another habitat management activity. Alfalfa hay, wheat, and corn were farmed on 370 acres of land at Deer Parks WMU. These crops were farmed under a sharecrop system in which 76 acres of unharvested wheat were left standing to provide food and nesting cover for wildlife. One hundred and thirty acres of wheat stubble were left unburned and untilled in the fall to provide waste grain for migrating waterfowl and doves. Fifty acres of 3-ft high alfalfa were left standing in the fall to provide winter forage, and spring nesting cover. Corn stubble was left standing on 112 acres of land to provide food for migrating birds and for big game, principally white-tailed deer. As part of the sharecrop agreement, fifteen acres of former cropland were planted to permanent cover. Conversion to perennial vegetation will provide long-term cover and feeding areas without the need for further irrigation or tillage.
Habitat and wildlife monitoring activities were initiated in 2001. Twenty-one permanent vegetation monitoring plots were established and surveyed in four habitat types. These plots provide baseline data from which to monitor future changes in habitat. Thirty permanent photopoints were established and photographed to aid in identifying long-term trends in habitat conditions. A waterfowl survey route was established and surveyed throughout 2001. Annual waterfowl surveys will aid in determining trends in numbers of migrating and breeding waterfowl, and assess the effectiveness of habitat manipulations designed for the benefit of waterfowl.
Enhance public recreational opportunities: More than 1.7 miles of old fence that surrounded Butte Slough were removed. The fence had originally been built for a muskrat farm and blocked human access as well as movement by terrestrial mammals. Approximately 300 hours of labor were dedicated to this project. Two pedestrian access gates were built that allow foot traffic onto Deer Parks WMU but restrict entrance by livestock and motor vehicles. Information on Deer Parks was provided to the public to enhance recreational opportunities in the area while still protecting wildlife habitat values. The boundary of Deer Parks WMU was marked with signs to identify the perimeter. An entrance sign was built and installed at the Deer Parks WMU headquarters identifying the area and project cooperators. Maps of the area were developed and provided to the public in map boxes installed at popular access points. One of the residences at Deer Parks WMU was remodeled and brought up to Americans with Disabilities Act standards to provide an office for management staff as well as a place to provide information to the public.
Strive to maintain good working relations with neighbor: As mentioned above, boundary signs were placed around the perimeter of Deer Parks WMU, in part to distinguish the common boundaries between private and public lands. Under the sharecrop agreement, some crops were left standing to provide forage for wildlife (moose, deer, waterfowl) to minimize depredations to neighboring landowners. Deer Parks strives to maintain fences and thus prevent conflicts with neighbors. Numerous fence repairs were undertaken during the summer to reduce livestock trespass, and plans are being developed to replace the entire boundary fence.
Quarter Circle Project (Wildlife Habitat O&M Contract No. 00000653-00001) Habitat enhancement on the QCO property began in early April to continue to establish permanent wildlife habitat on former cropland. This project has several partners including BPA, IDFG, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF). Thirty-three thousand bitterbrush seedlings were planted using fabric mulch, fertilizer paks and rootdip to augment the previous plantings. This combination works well without supplemental watering and there was an estimated 90% survival of the seedlings from spring through late fall. Most plants were very robust and had grown considerably. Plants from previous efforts continue to show good survival and often exceptional growth. Weed competition is becoming a problem that will have to be addressed in the spring of 2002.
Areas not planted with shrubs were fallowed again all summer. This was an extensive and expensive process. As part of this process, Bonneville County brought in spray equipment and sprayed the edges of the fields and roads where cheatgrass was prevalent. This procedure will likely be followed again for several more years.
Seed drilling commenced in November and was completed within 10 days. Six different seed mixes were used to accomplish various objectives. Shrub seed and extra forb seed were added to the planting mix for about 120 acres to develop more native-like vegetation for wildlife habitat.
Soda Hills Project (Wildlife Habitat O&M Contract No. 00000656-00001) The Shoshone-Bannock Tribe is responsible for management of this project and the annual report will be provided by them in a separate document.
Palisades Mitigation Noxious Weed Control Project
The focus of the Palisades Mitigation Project (PMP) is to enhance or recover wildlife habitat by reducing the impact of noxious weeds through the use of biological control agents. A long-term goal is to establish insectaries throughout the watershed on several species of noxious weeds. The PMP Steering Committee has established and administers a cost-share program, developed a project evaluation process, and continues to monitor release sites. The project cost-shares directly with landowners and agencies.
During 2001 fifteen species of biological agents, (475 colonies), were released. The PMP has assisted partners within the Upper Snake River Coordinated Weed Management Area (USRCWMA) to place over 2,870 colonies of plant-specific biological control agents on leafy spurge, spotted knapweed, Canada thistle, musk thistle, purple loosestrife, and yellow toadflax. Krueger Acquisition IDFG manages this 166-acre property as part of the 35,000-acre Boise River Wildlife Management Area (WMA). In September 2000 the "Hilltop" wildfire burned through part of the WMA, including part of the Krueger property, damaging vegetation and fences. Rehabilitation of damaged vegetation on the Krueger property was done in conjunction with an interagency effort carried out over the larger wildfire impact area. Fences on the property were rebuilt during the same time period. The cost of the rehabilitation effort was funded by BLM as part of their response to the "Hilltop" fire. This provided a significant cost-share benefit to the Krueger project.
Easement Report
Winterfeld Conservation Easement A conservation easement inspection completed in 2001 confirms that all terms of the easement are being observed. IDFG personnel visited the site in April, May and early winter.
Kruse Conservation Easement A conservation easement inspection completed in 2001 by TRLT staff confirms that all terms of the easement are being observed.
Accounting of Fund (January -December 2001)
NOTE: Overhead costs are not included. Because each contract period is different and because the IDFG fiscal year is July-June, inconsistencies in cost-accounting occur. Therefore, the amounts below, particularly personnel expenditures, may be slightly imprecise. 
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